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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

by Kathy Thomson

While convalescing recently I had to spend more hours lying
down than I could endure, I have way to many tasks and chores
to attend to on a daily basis! So in order to pass the time in a
way that was productive I decided to go the library, the e
library that is, on my smartphone. With my phone I could read
books, newspapers and magazines, watch videos, download
music and much more. Oh, the places I could go were
immeasurable, enlightening and instructive and thanks to our
public library, free.
Before this period of confinement I had not taken time to
explore the ever growing offerings in the elibrary but I had
heard about them many times from our librarians. When I took
the time to finally explore I found not only my regular
favorites, magazines and free music downloads, but also self
paced instructional videos in art, music, voice and foreign
languages, career services and job search, university lectures
and author interviews, numerous newspapers, millions of
viewable items from universities and public libraries
throughout the country, encyclopedias and more.

Book Sale
Hidden Treasures for all Ages
Saturday, June 18
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
at the Vons at Victoria and Telegraph
6040 Telegraph Road
All genres, including special interest, vintage,
Fiction
Nonfiction
Children's books,
Dvds, books on cd and tape,
Puzzles, and more.

Find your treasure!

One very special site was Tumblebooks which is an audio and visual story time for children on your electronic device. Before
you shout "horrors!" just notice as you are out and about the many young citizens incessantly playing games on their parents
devices while waiting at doctors' offices, in the car or in the grocery cart. For those very few times when a parent needs to
occupy their child with their electronic device, Tumblebooks provides a perfect opportunity to build literacy with an always
ready story time.*
Recently one of our city councilmembers was criticized in the opinion pages because of his comment about not visiting the
library but rather looking up information on an ipad or computer. He also pointed out that many of our young people use their
smartphones to look up information. I have to agree the smartphone is a useful tool but without verifiable content its value is
limiting and insufficient. A library provides access to limitless amounts of abundant, certifiable resources and like a good
friend, it is always available.
I'm looking forward to my next convalescing period when I can guiltlessly search the vastness of our elibrary. Please
remember your support is vital to keeping our libraries growing and the doors open.
In recognition of the 100th anniversary of the Ventura County Library system the Friends presented a gift of $60,000 for
materials and programs. This would not be possible without your support. Let's make it a goal to add 100 new members this
year. A membership to the Ventura Friends of the Library is a perfect gift.
*Not a substitute for a loving, caring parent, guardian or older sibling!

